POLICY STATEMENT
CONCERNING
SMALL RUMINANTS

AS FOOD ANIMALS

A AS R P Small ruminant practitioners should consider sheep, goats and farmed

Po LI CY or hunted cervids to be food animals when making drug treatment
decisions, and the intended use of the animal as a non-food or

STATE M E NT companion animal has no bearing on this designation. Camelids
are sometimes harvested for human consumption, and veterinarians

treating camelids should carefully consider the likelihood of animals
entering the food supply to ensure that residues do not occur.

Withdrawal times should always be provided for sheep, goats and
farmed or hunted cervids, and should be considered for camelids.
Extended withdrawal time estimates are required when using drugs
extralabel. Specialty advising organizations such as the Food Animal
Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD) can assist with these determi-
nations. A withdrawal time estimate should always be provided to the
owner and documented in the medical record, regardless of the owner’s
intention for the animal.
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